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Excarpt  from  Daily  Intelligence  Brief  - Secret,  Auth:  CG,  AMC,  By: 

Spencer  i'/hedon.  Date:  9 March  1950» 

* 

AMC  INVESTIGATION  OF  REPORTS  ON  UNIDENTIFIED  OBJECT  (RESTRICTED) 

AMC  Inveatlgation  of  reports  on  the  presence  of  an  unidentified 
object  In  the  air  near  Wrlght-Patterson  AP  Base,  on  8 Mar  5D,  indicates 
that  the  reports  resulted  from  2 phenomena:  Ice-crystal  clouds  which  re- 

flected sunlight  and  registered  on  radar  scopes;  and  visibility  of  the 
plant  Venus,  which  is  sometimes  observed  in  daylight*  Wright-Patteraon 
pilots,  dispatched  to  search  for  an  object  which  had  been  registered 
on  radar  scopes,  reported  nothing  but  ice  haze  and  clouds*  Another 
pilot  reported  an  object  believed  to  have  been  Venus* 


The  following  was  sent  in  telecon  to  A-2 

Ref  AMC  Dally  Intelligence  Brief  dtd  9 March  1950* 

AMC  investigation  of  reports  on  the  presence  of  an  unidentified 
object  in  the  air  near  ^Vright-Patterson  AF  Base,  on  6 Mar  ^0,  indicates 
that  the  reports  resulted  from  2 phenomena:  Ice-crystal  clouds  which 

reflected  sunlight  and  registered  on  radar  scopes;  and  visibility  of  the 
plant  Venus,  which  is  sometimes  observed  in  daylight*  vVright-Patterson 
pilots,  dispatched  to  search  for  an  object  which  had  been  registered  on 
radar  scopes,  reported  nothing  but  ice  haze  and  clouds*  Another  pilot 
reported  an  object  believed  to  have  been  Venua* 
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1*  toiN«rd»d  for'eoAtld^ratloa  at  notad  la  para  :s  of 


P,»  9atall«4  otudj  hag  baaa  aada  of  attachad  lattar  aad  3 

laeloaarag  from  CoollBoatal  Air  Coaaaad*  Tiaal  analjraaa 

were  dalajad  awaltla^  reeelpt  of  tvoaty-feor  hoar  weather  reoorti  for  0 and  9 :<ar 
1950  for  ::elfrldce  AS3  aroa. 

3»  Attaatioa  la  inwlted  to  reeoMondatloa  la  para  5,  pa^o  3 of  hatlo  latter* 
It  ii  reeoaaeadod  that  the  follewlail  laforaatioa  bo  iaeorperatod  la  ropl^  to 
CoBtlneatal  Air  Cti«aad*g  reeoaaaadatioai 

a*  Ooaoar  aa  fellow*  with  eoaolaiioag  reached  bjr  Coatlaoatal  Air  Coanand 
la  regard  to  laoldoat  deeerlhod  la  haale  latter  aad  It*  laelooaroat 

(1)  *th*  aa^altoda  of  the  Taleeltj  aad  aeeoleratloa*  of  the  throe 
dlaaagloaal  aewaaoato  of  the  *obJeet*  reported  are  be^ad  tha 
eapahllltj  ef  iBoia  haaTior  or  llchtar  thaa  air  wehlelag  la 
ooatrollod  flight*” 

(3)  ■ *aappertlac  thi*  1*  the  fact  that  the  *ebjaet*  wao  rooorted  ao 
raaialaing  atatloaarx  la  fra*  apaea  for  a aeaa-^rlod  of  two 

- aiaaiaa** 


h»  fbara  la  a oeafUot  la  data  oa  the  laoldeati  oaa  wltaeoo  otatao  that 
the  iaeldeat  oacarrad  oa  8 Karoh  (too  lael*  3»  pago  2,  lit  para*)  aad  other  wit* 
aeoo  glatog  laoldoat  ooeorred  oa  9 March  (toe  Inel*  1«  page  1»  lot  para#>*: v.; 

0*  Vhat  is  hellewed  te  hare  heea  a olallar  laeldeat«  alee  oheerred  hy 
radar  (GC^^d4),oeocrred  at  ¥rl^t-^tteraoa  A^B  oa  the  aomiag  of  8 ?4arch  1950* 

At  approzlaatelj  0746  two  airliae  plloto  reported  that  the/  had  eeea  a long 
aleador  bod/  at  abomt  10*000  ft  approaehlag  froa  the  nortoweot*  Ihe  ebjoet  was 
plotaid  up  b/  ohooreere  at  the  Taad^la  eoatrel  tower  who  oheerred  the  object 
throcgh  oiaoeclara*  The  coatrol  tower  reotorod  aa  7*80  aircraft  to  the  approrlaate 


pooltloB  of  the  *objoct'  but  the  pilot  could  goo  nothing  aX* 
though  the  coatrol  tower  ymn  gtlXl  la  rlical  coataet  with  lt» 

Later*  an  T*61  ettoaptod  to  track  the  object*  It  oocld  not 
Intercept  it*  luring  thlg  tlao  radar  had  not  been  ablo  to  detect  an/  otraago 
ebjoctg  of  aa/  gort*  l{overer*  at  about  1150  hours  algaals  of  largo  aaplltude 
wore  being  rseoirud  on  an  3C7V584*  Aa  7*80  waa  reotored  to  the  approxlaato  loca>- 
tloa  of  the  targoto  aad  reported  back  that  etripa  of  leg  laden  clmda  numing 
aortfaweat  to  oouthweet  were  rltlblo  at  approzlaatel/  19,000  ft*  Ihlo  laforaatlon 
eoaeurred  with  plots  obtainsd  b/  the  radar  aad  gare  coaekiBire  orldeaee  that  tt:o 
radar  targets  were  la  fact  refleetioae  froa  the  lee  ladsa  eloudo*  The  earlier 
Tloual  sl^tlag*  were  appareatl/  daa  to  the  aoralng  sua  ghialag  through  ttao  ’ 
loo  ladoB  oloudo  eauelag  an  optical  lUasloa* 

d*  Although  the  *objoet*  ebsorwed  on  radar  at  Solfrldgo  ATI  was 
eharactorlstd  b7  woloeltloo  raagliag  froa  soro  to  approzlaatel/  430  aph,  and 
erratic  ehaageo  la  altitude  which  showed  no  latslligeat  aaaeurorlng*  the  obeer* 
aatieas  eould  oaoll/  hare  been  the  result  of  tarbuloat  eondltloao  la  lee  laden 
ataoophoru*  A stud/  of  the  weather  la  the  Solfrldge  A7B  area  during  tweat/*four 
hour  periods  oa  8 aad  9 March  shows  that  such  turbuloat  conditions  could  hare 
piuaallod*  Such  eoadltioaa  ara  not  uausual  for  that  tlae  of  /ear* 

e*  Aa  la  the  ease  of  such  laeldouts  ezaalned  in  the  paet*  there  has 
been  no  e^lisace  that  unusual  obserTatioas  haws  been  the  result  of  a new  tachaolog* 
loal  ndTaneeaeat  >/  an  alien  powe^*  In  ermiy  case  where  there  has  been  suffl* 
elant  usable  data*  It  has  b«eQ;fl'^t  a aeealngl/  unusual  obsereatlon  was  tbs 
result  of  ulsidsnklfieatlOB*  It  was  for  this  reason  that  renulreaeats  for 
special  Inrotiratloa  of  such  Incidents  and  ths  entire  "Project  Orudge*  (naldenil* 
fled  aerial  objeets)  were  cancelled  b/  Hq*  easier  this  year.  The  dlscontla* 

aance  of  :T*;4Clai  rwoortlng  lad  consliierasioo  hae  ■^atouoed  tae  recortt  of  eica 
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laetdrftts*  Curtotar  •ztfiinallos  of  «ooh  roporto  ao  hara  coat  to  tha  afctaat 
•f  Hii*  U3A7  haTo  aoralj  eenflra«d  tha  eoaelaaloot  whleh  Cl2  (coatiaua< 
Jaatiflad  dlaeoalimaaoa  of  tha  spaeiaX  eoaaidaratloaa  oaoa 
Sim  thaa.  Hq«  U3AP  hat  outafcaadlns  ragolraatata  aith  all  ooaaaadta  doBastlOa 
and  orartaat,  for  tha  oollaetloa  of  taohaieal  intalllsaaoa*  niata  are  eoa* 
tiaaeatljr  ra^aphaaliad  aad  foeatad  on  priority  itaaa* 
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Telseon  No.  241  18  Apr  195^ 


/^'C  Item  U 

From  Lt  Col  Linatrand  XIA  to  i:aj  Bogga  D/I-  riq  USaF 

The  following  reporta  of  an  ung\iideJ  object  in  the  vicinity  of  \;-P 
i%FB  are  forwarded,  reference  telephone  conversation  !laj  Boggs  17  Apr: 

Report  \sy  Captain  Robert  U.  Howe:  S ^ 50: 

"At  approxinatelj^  7:15  A.U.  1 was  infomed  by  the  control  tower 
Patterson  Field  to  search  for  an  unidentified  object  which  was  high 
over  t(i9  field,  xiio  tov.er  told  oe  this  object  hod  been  originally 
reported  by  two  airline  pilots  to  thr  vandalia  control  tower.  The 
pilots  described  it  as  a long,  slender  body  at  an  estimated  altitude 
of  iipproxli^tely  10,000  feet  and  approaching  from  the  Northwest.  By 
the  tine  I received  this  infor;^tion  the  Vanoaxia  control  had  the  object 
sighted  with  their  field  glasses. 

"At  approximately  8:10  A.U.  liajor  Kenneth  C.  Chilstron  took  off  In 
an  F'-80  to  search  for  it.  At  this  time  and  for  approximately  the  next 
hour  the  Vandalia  control  to*.ver  had  the  object  visually  located,  and  they 
gave  this  location  as  about  155-160  degrees  bearing  from  the  tower. 

They  did  not  know  the  altitude  or  distance  from  the  station,  but  they  ea- 
tinated  it  to  be  at  the  height  of  the  high  cirrus  clouds  over  the  field. 
These  clouds  were  at  an  altitude  of  3^,000  ft. 

"nb  approxicately  8:3'^  I called  Colonel  Osgood  of  the  Electronic 
subdivision  to  get  any  radar  assistance  the  Division  night  be  able  to 
give.  I also  contacted  Captain  hMting  of  the  i\U.  weather  division 
for  assistance  of  the  all  weather  search  radar  widch  is  located  at 
Jamestown,  Ohio.  At  this  tine,  the  Vandalia  tower  was  still  in  visual 
contact  Vfith  the  object,  and  tht^  were  atten^sting  to  direct  ’iajor  Chilstroa 
to  its  location,  but  they  were  unsuccessful.  At  one  tine,  Hajor  Chllstrom 
said  the  tower  identified  his  position  as*apparently  fairly  close  to  the 
object*  but  he  was  unable  to  identify  any  object  or  body  of  ary  kind. 
Shortly  afterwards,  however,  a National  Guard  pilot  from  Vandalia, 

Colonel  Shaefer,  sighted  an  object  when  he  was  on  the  ground,  and  he  took 
off  in  ■:  F-51  and  attempted  to  track  it.  .ater  he  lanJed,  1 talked  to 
Colonel  Shaefer,  ana  he  reported  to  me  that  he  followed  it  for  2J  to  30 


t\lnuted  and  the  object  did  not  change  its  position.*  Because  of  this 
Colonel  Shaefer  thought  it  raight  b®  a *haav«rnly  body*.  During  all 
oi  tt:is  tine,  neither  radar  was  able  to  detect  any  strange  bodies  of 
any  sort. 

'*At  approxi^^toly  11:3^  «w  I received  a telephone  call  fron 
the  T?lectronic  subdivision  radar  «t‘»tion.  The  operator  in  charge 
reported  to  ne  that  the  operators  had  an  unidentified  object  in 
their  scope  39  olles  east  of  the  station  at  a relative  bearing  of 
105  degrees  to  the  station.  T.iis  object  had  an  echo..l00  toils  in 
vddth.  At  this  tine  I called  Colonel  Tratson,  TTilit.iry  Intelligence 
Division  and  relayed  this  infornation  to  hin.  ”*  • i 

'*!  vdsh  to  report  that  I contacted  the  base  operations  office  at 
Patterson  Field  I'xiediately  after  I atte.ipted  to  establish  the  radar 
search  and  advised  the  operatians  officer  on  duty  to  ccntact  any 
interested  organisations  of  either  the  base  or  Head' uarters  !CiC. 

"It  10*00  Ali  I contacted  the  public  relations  officer  of 
Head'iuarters  AJ.^C  notified  the  officer  that  a report  of  an  un- 
identified object  had  been  nado,  X also  notified  Uiis  officer  that 
both  the  electronics  division  and  all  •issaluo:'  division  had  assisted 
in  the  search  for  the  unidentified  body.  To  the  best  of  niy  liioviledge, 

I recall  divulging  any  additional  Information  to  the  pubXie 

relations  office." 

neport  by  Hr.  Jaraes  an  lir.  Johnson,  9 Har  5^': 

" At  appror.i'.Uitely  11:30  AU. , 8 Uaren  1950,  Mr.  ,i,  L.  Jones 
and  the  writer  were  inforried  that  unidrrntifled  signals  of  very  large 
arsplituJe  were  being  received  on  the  3C'i-53i.  in  Area  3.  It  was 
also  reported  that  unidentified  objects  described  os  celestial  bodies 
were  observed  ecrlisr  in  the  aay.  Mr.  Janes  and  the  writer  proceeded  to 
tnr»  radar  site  in  order  to  observe  the  signals  and  suggested  that, 
althoughtthe  signals  were  undoubtedly  weather  conditi-tis,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  check  by  perfonirig  ar.  air  interception,  •di  F-80 
aircraft  was  vectored  to  the  approxiaote  location  of  the  targets  iind 
reported  back  that  strips  of  ice  lad-n  clouds  running  nortIn;est  to 
southwest  were  vi.»ibls  «.t  appro:iuuU!.tely  1D,0U0  ft.  Tiiis  infornation 
concurred  with  plots  obtained  by  ♦he  radar  forming  conclusive  evidence 
that  t»ie  radar  targets  were  in.fact  reflections  frota  the  ice  laden 
clou  is. 

"It  is  celieve'i  tlu.t  the  visible  sigatjjigs  .jtiy  u«ve  ceen  cue  to 
the  early  rooming  sun  shining  thi'ough  the  ice  laden  clouds  causing 
an  optical  illusion," 


1 1 ver  L/i(ts4i» — 
Object^  Says 
II  Was  Star 


**t  it9\  dam  fooUih  about  thU 
wbott  thing  • • • 

*Tm  convifictd  I took  off  anJ 
went  ehiiing  a star  or  some 
kind  of  erleatial  body.** 

That*i  the  w%y  Lt.  Col.  Dale 
Shafer  Jr.,  air  national  guard 
gllot.  laat  night  deacrlbed  hla 
**f1ylng  laucer  chaae^  yetterday 
when  a atrmngt  object  waa  sighted  i 
tn  the  sky  over  the  Dayton  Mu* 
rddpal  airport. 

was  having  some  coffee 
When  word  cane  from  the  con* 
trol  lower  that  seme  kind  ot  an 
object  had  been  •Ighied.'*  the  of* 
fleer  eaplaiaa^  short  Ume| 
later  about  f a.  m.— 1 was  up  in 
the  aky  trying  to  fWid  out  what 
all  the  eadtemam  waa  aheut 


le 


saw  ft*  all  light  ...  a light 
about  the  same  aa  you  see  when 
you  look  at  a star  la  the  eve* 
alfur.** 

He  new  hie  fast  F*51  fighter 
* llam  to  aa  altitude  of  about  3d.* 
M)  tret  and  waa  probably  the 
aat  peraon  to  acCualiy  let  the  ot^ 
Ject  because  ground  obaerven  re* 
ported  It  disappeared  behind  a 
oloud  ^nk 

**tt  didn't  wiggle  one  lota,*  the 
pilot  aalA 

**7^at*a  why  Tm  convlnved  that 
II  was  some  kind  of  a celetUal^ 
body  and  not  a flying  Mucer  * the 
ofneer  tal4  It  had  been  a 
saucer  it  wouM  have  unqueetlom 

lb* 

airport  control 
who  flrat  re- 
ported seeing  the  object  in  the 
IwetUwn  Iky  was  puoted  aa  say- 
ing he  saw  ^defbute  mov ament 
I toward  the 


rt»icf  lower  opotMinr  irf  i \.\ 
who  aim  ohtervod  fh^  'sp***  in  th«* 
tk)*  laid  that  U sffpraf'.d  * • 
move. 

One  oloer^^'r  dwrtlird  "The 
^hlng  tnoked  like  a hullri  and  It 
left  a vapor  traU  behind  It.** 

Another  permn  laid  "It 
to  audJenly  itop  then  mud#*  a. 
long  sweeping  chmK" 

Adeline  ftudtfk.  a T^VA  tlckrt*' 
Counter  emplove  vaid  when  ahe ' 
lint  MW  \i  the  thing  appeared 
in  the  sky— **like  a bright  and 
shiny  dime* 

Shafer  said  he  called  Dr  l^lal 
Sairtel,  dean  of  science  at  the' 
University  of  Dayton  and  asked 
him  If  It  were  pnaaiMe  to  see  a 
celeaual  body  In  this  position  and 
at  the  portlctilar  tbnt  or  day.  t 

The  officer  said  the  dean  re- 
plle<:  *Yea.* 

Last  ntfhb  Brother  Saletel  &ald: 
*Ve«oa  Is  very  hHght  three  dsMi 
sndUl  is  entirety  powalble  thisi 
planet  might  he  visible  durUig  the 
daylight  houie.** 
lovevtlgMofo  At  PIHd 

Late  yesterday  afternoon  lnves4 
hgatem  from  Wnght  Field  were^ 
at  the  airport  Interviewing  thn 
Air  Guard  officers  and  otheri 
personnel  who  said  they  had  aeefg 
the  object  in  the  sky. 

The  *'inveatlgatofa'*  moved  a^t 
almoat  as  mysterkMialy  as  the 
mysterious  obJM  itself.  re- 

fused to  give  their  namaa  to  any 
outriders  including  the  press  and 
they  seemed  very  "lecreuv#* 
about  their  miaakm. 

One  of  the  operatives  said  hel 
waa  connected  %rith  the  "office  oH 
special  investlgatleo*  at  Wright 
Field 

It  was  also  reparted  that  two, 
fet  pUfie  pilots  from  the  AMCl 
flight  teat  dlvtaion  took  off  andl 
tried  to  locate  the  “thing."  Ac- 1 
cording  to  PIO  anurees  neither  of  I 
the  pilots  reported  seeii«  the  otw  I 
>et.  i 


a/  Zr^f4 

Cc 


HFlvong  Saucer”  Didn’t  Wiggle^ 
Airman  Believes  It  Was  Star 

*X  feel  dam  foolish  aboM  thla  OOO  feet  and  was  probably  the 
whole  tling  • • • person  to  actually  see  the  ob* 

Im  convlnMd  I took  «tt 


of  celestial  body. 

That's  the  way  Lt  Col.  Dale 


"It  didn't  wiggle  one  iota,"  the 
i pilot  sakL 


Shafer  Jr-.  Mr  naiiofial  guard  j ‘That's  why  Pm  convlnved  that 
pilot,  last  night  described  Ms  it  was  some  kind  of  a retestial 
•flying  saucer  chase  ' yesterday  j body  and  not  a Hying  saucer/'  the 
when  a strange  object  was  sighted 'Officer  said.  Tf  It  had  been  a 
in  the  sky  over  the  Dayton  Mu* 'saucer  it  would  have  unguestion* 
nidpal  airport.  iably  shown  some  movement." 

T was  having  sonw  coffee:  George  Barrwa,  airport  control 

when  word  came  from  the  con*,  tower  operator,  who  first  re- 
irol  tower  that  some  kind  of  an  ported  seeing  the  object  in  the 
object  had  been  sighted,*  the  of-  predawn  sky  was  quoted  as  say*, 
fleer  explained.  "A  short  time'ing  he  taw  **deflnite  movement^ 
Ufer— about  9 a.  m.*-l  was  up  In  toward  the  southweet." 
the  5'<y  tr/yig  to  find  out  what  Likewise,  .llwrman  8*^ydlef. 
aU  (he  esdeement  was  sb^L",  chief  tower  opersror  lor  the  CA.W 

*T  taw  it,  ail  right  ...  a light  who  slao  observed  »he  .<pDt  in  the 
about  the  same  as  you  see  when  sky"  said  that  it  appeared  to 
you  look  at  a star  in  the  eve-  move. 

nMg"  * One  obaer%er  deecribe4jaM?be 

“In  11^^  his  fast  F-31  lighter,  thing  looked  like  a btUlet  and  it 
plane  to  an  altitude  of  about  3S,*ileft  a vapor  trail  behind  iL* 


LXn  TO  BIOXT  »r«  Ctpt.  Willinn  Littlajelm,  &Uj.  Hmi?  T.  SturtcTtnu  Lt  Cal. 
Dftl«  E.  SHaftr  Jr.  tnd  Capt  Ch«r!e«  Cook,  pietvrd  with  «o  K«G1  after  thej  iavntiptted 
a eeleeti^  object  reportod  >mb  hero  W'ediieicUf  nomug. 

'trange  Object  Sighted  Over 
jity;  Pursuit  Attempts  Futile 

WM  WM  boMorod  to  bo  aa  u»i  *nho  boOy  womO  to  eiop.  II  i frMO  Um  birtio  Owlac  I b I • 
mOiA  «ol«Mol  bo47  WM  kovotoO  tor  o IM  oocMio  «bM  Umo.'* 

?to  tl»  ^ mm  13wM  M mhoiQ  m o totiMto  moo«.  ”TIw  boAr.**  Coi  Stefer  said. 
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FINAL  GALLEY  PROOF 


CaUcyai-THE  WORLD  OF  FLYING  SAUCERS 

Venus  Os  e Morning  Star 

One  of  the  "best"  UFOs  of  the  year  1950  appeared  when  Venus 
performed  in  plain  sight  of  the  ATIC  ofBces  at  Wriglit-Pattcrson 
Air  Force  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio  [a,  p.  103]. 

About  midmoming  on  March  S a TWA  plane,  coming  in  to  land 
at  Dayton  municipal  airport,  was  circling  to  get  into  the  traiRc  pat- 
tern when  both  pilot  and  copilot  noticed  an  extremely  bright  light 
hovering  in  the  southeast.  Much  brighter  and  larger  tlian  a star,  it 
appeared  and  disappeared  in  the  high,  thick,  scattered  clovids.  The 
tmver  operators,  who  also  saw  it,  immediately  telephoned  the  Ohio 
Air  National  Guard  and  ofRcials  at  ATIC.  Within  minutes  the  UFO 
had  attracted  an  audience  of  exceptionally  well-qualified  observers. 
Air  Force  experts  on  tmidcnlified  flying  ob|ects  watched  it  from  the 
ground,  t(*c}inicians  studiocl  returns  on  the  radar  screen.*:  at  the  labo- 
ratory nt  Wright  Field,  and  the  pilots  of  two  hastily  scrambled  F-51S 
tried  to  intercept  it. 

The  riidar  operators,  who  reported  returns  from  both  UFO  and 
pursuit  planes,  called  the  pilots  and  vectored  them  in  toward  t1)c 
target.  Both  pilots  could  see  llie  liglit  at  first,  but  when  tl»ey  had 
climbed  to  about  15,000  feet  they  found  themselves  in  clotids  so 
thick  that  neither  could  see  the  other  plane,  and  the  unknown  was 
no  longer  visible.  Since  ground  radar  reiwrted  that  the  planes  were 
getting  closer  to  the  targi  t.  the  pilots  decided  to  continue,  on  in- 
struments. hut  they  separated  to  a'  oid  the  danger  of  colliding  with 
each  other.  In  a few  seronds  lh«?y  ^vere  deep  in  dense  cloud.  FKing 
conditions  were  far  worse  iKiti  th«*y  had  expected  and  the  planes 
were  king  up  fast.  Nevertheless  the  pilots  kept  climbing  until 
ground  rad.*r  ads-ised  the/n  that  they  were  almost  on  target.  Real- 
izing that  if  .1  *oIid  object  actually  were  ahead  of  them  the\-  wmild 
hit  it  l>jfor»*  they  c«mld  see  it,  the  pilots  immediately  descended  to 
below  the  clouds  and  circled,  hoping  for  a break  in  the  overcast, 
until  ground  radar  reported  that  the  target  was  fading  fast.  The 
planes  then  landed.  ^Vllen  the  clouds  broke  momentarily,  after  about 
an  hour,  tlie  UFO  was  not  visible. 

A conference  took  place  at  ATIC  that  afternoon  to  discuss  the 
identity  of  the  mysterinus  light  and  the  cause  of  the  radar  echoes. 
A check  showcxl  that  tlie  position  of  the  UFO  had  been  identical 
with  that  of  Venus.  The  light,  the  conference  concluded,  had  been 
Vemw.  One  pilot  later  disagreed,  arguing  that  the  light  had  not 
looked  to  him  like  a planet  and  that  if  the  object  had  been  Venus 
it  shouM  have  appcare<l,  hut  did  not,  at  the  same  tirne  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  The  pn-  jilii.g  wv..thc*r  cuidiUons.  however,  would 
have  distorted  the  image  and  made  it  linlHsc  the  pole  light  of  Venus 
occasionally  visible  in  the  daytime.  It  was  not  visible  at  all  the  fol- 
lowing day  because  of  different  weather  c*onditions. 

The  radar  returns,  the  investigators  found,  had  come  from  the 


u.,/lr  imrrliitcd  to  the  light.  Both  planes  had 


Unidentified  Object  Incident  of  S Uarch  1950 


MCIAXA,  Col  Heastreet  (to  note) 
MCIA,  Col  Felling  (to  note) 

J.!CI,  Col  7/atson  (to.note)  ^ 
UCliXA-1,  Mr*  Rodgers  (to  file 
(In  Turn)  Project 


!•  At  1020,  8 Mer  90|  C<^  Osteon  celled  the  undersigned  steting  thet  Terious 
reporta  on  an  unidentified  object  bad  reached  his  office,  and  that  I eas  directed  to 
Inrestlgate  the  matter  and  take  whatever  steps  I felt  necessary*  Col  Watson  referred 
Be  to  Capt  Howe,  lact  ^06,  and  Sgt  Ousi,  £)ct  22ZhP. 

2*  The  undersigned  contacted  Capt  Howe  iismedlately  and  received  the  information 
relative  to  his  activities  as  contained  in  inclosure  1*  Following  the  receipt  of  this 
information  by  telephone,  I requested  Capt  Howe  to  prepare  the  inclosure  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  order  that  the  facta  as  I received  them  could  be  recorded  without  distortion. 
I next  called  Sgt  Ousi  and  obtained  information  that  the  radar  ecanner  that  he  was  opera* 
ting  gave  a signal  of  tremendous  size  and  that  the  random  ooticm  of  the  sigials  precluded 
cloud  formations.  He  further  stated  that  the  range  of  the  signal  covered  90^  and  was 
f^cn  20-^0,000  distance  in  range*  These  reports  varied  until  ll40>  at  which  time  he 
notified  me  that  he  had  lost  the  signal  because  the  object  had  come  closer  to  the  field 
than  fifteen  miles. 

3*  At  1030  various  crews  were  alerted  to  accomplish  the  following  tasks: 

a.  Messrs  Deyarmoad  and  Kobernuss  assigned  to  Vandalla  Airport  to  interrop.ale 
personnel  reported  to  have  observed  the  object.  Investigation  report  contained  in 
inclosure  2* 


b.  Ur*  Johnson  dispatched  to  the 
» Report  of  Inveetigatioo  is 


site  in  Area  6 to  investigate  unkncmn 
in  inclosure  3* 


* U*  Col  Felling  contacted  Col  Paul  in  Teat  Divisian  to  arrange  for  dispatch* 
ing'of  observation  airplanes,  and  repaired  to  the  radar  staticn  in  Area  B to  utilize  thi 
radar  search  faelllties  and  a mobile  ground  transmitting  statica  in  order  that  the  air** 
craft  could  be  properly  orientated*  ArrangeBents'with^ftA  Brown,  ibrt  2O3IO,  Area^B,  we; 
accon^lished  to  bring  the  mobile  transmitting  station  into  (deration  at  the  radar  site, 
using  channel  B for  contact  with  the  airplanes. 


5.  Tr.s  final  results  of  the  Investigation  indicated  that  the  object  seen  at 
Vandalla  Airport  was  probably  the  planet  Venus,  and  that  the  contact  with  ‘TP.^FB  resulte 
in  the  radar  scanning  of  ice  laden  -clouds  which  gave  registration  on  the  radar  scope  tfc 
appeared  to  be  an  unidentified  object  of  tremendous  size.  The  dispatching  of  the  air- 
craft to  the  scene  pf_the  unidentified  object  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  radar  scope  » 
picked  up  the  ice  lad^p,i  cl wds T 
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Report  or  Unldsntiried  Object  In  Vicinity  of 
^Vrlght-Patterson  Air  i'orce  base 


At  approxiinato I7  7:45  A.V.i 
Tower,  Patterson  Flola  to  search 
which  was  high  over  the  field, 
object  had  been  originally  repor 
to  the  Vandalia  Control  Tower, 
a long  slender  bociy  at  an  estlma 
lUjUuO  ft  and  approaching  from  t 
I received  this  information  the 
t.:s  ob.lect  sighted  vfith  their  fl 


I ¥/as  Infcraed  by  the  control 
fof  on  unidentified  object 
The  To.vor  told  me  this 
ted  by  two  airline  pilots 
Tne  pilots  de:’cribed  it  as 
tod  aluituue  of  approximately 
he  north  west.  By  the  tine 
V,nda-.la  Control  Tower  had 
elc  glasses. 


At 


appro::iiaatoii 

took  off  in  an  F-bO  to  ssnrch  for  it.  At  this  tine  and 
for  approximately  the  next  hour  the  Vancalia  control  Tower 
had  t.ie  object  visually  locaied,  and  they  gave  this  location 
as  about  "15^-lo!J°  bearing  from  the  To..er”.  T’.iey  old  not 
know  the  altltuoe  or  distance  from  ti'.e  station,  but  they 
estimated  it  to  be  at  the  height  of  the  hxgh  cirrus  clouds 
ever  the  field.  *hcse  clouds  were  at  an  altitude  of 


o;10  A.M.  Major  Kennoti.  C.  'Jhilscrom 


ft 


At  approximately  S:pO  A.M.  I called  C>-lon3l  Osgood  of 
the  Electronic  Subdivision  to  get  any  Radar  assistance  the 
division  might  be  able  to  give.  I also  contacted  Captain 
VAniting  of  the  All  ’.’either  Division  for  assif^tance  of  the 
All  ..'eather  Search  i.adar  which  is  lovated  at  Jat.iestov/n,  Ohio. 
At  this  time,  the  Vandalia  Tower  was  still  in  visual  contact 
with  f'.c  objec:,  ’;hej  '.;srs  ett;  tc  irsvt  . a^h/r 

Chiis trom  to  its  loci^tion,  out  taey  were  unsuccessful. 

At  one  time,  Tlajor  Chils  trom  sale  the  Tower  i^h^ntified  his 
position  as  “apparently  fairly  cloro  U;  t'-o  cVject",  but  le 
was  unable  to  ici-nti  7 any  object  g;  01  in;:  km-  , 


shortly  afterwards,  ■.:c.;e7.nr,  a National  Juard  yilot  frcta 


..■.inutes  and  the  object  did  nvt  ch  n^e  its  position".  Decause 
or  this,  colonel  ohaerer  thought  it  r.i^ht  be  a "heavenly 
bcoy"  • iXirin^  all  of  this  tliUe,  n.lther  Hacar  ’..as  able  to 
detect  any  stranje  codes  cf  any  sort* 

At  approximately  11;50  A.M*  I received  a telephone  call 
from  the  iJlectronic  Subci vision  Hadar  station.  The  operator 
in  charge  reported  to  ne  that  the  operators  had  an  uniuentlfi 
object  In  their  scope  35  ralles  east  of  the  station  at  a 
relative  bearing  of  105®  to  the  station.  This  object  lad 
an  echo  IQO  rails  In  width.  At  this  time  I called  Colonel 
\Vatson,  Military  Intelligence  -.Ivlslon  and  relayed  Uiis 
InforMatlon  to  him. 


I 'Wish  to  report  that  I contacted  the  3aso  Operations 
offlco  at  Patterson  T'leld  In.iediately  after  I atte  .pted 
bo  establish  the  Radar  seax’ch  and  advised  the  operations 
officer  on  duty  to  contact  any  Inbirasted  organizations 
of  eioher  the  Base  or  '-!eadquartQ'’s,  Ai'C* 


At  10:00  A.M.  I contacted  the  rublic  Relations 
Cflicer  of  Headquarters,  a::c  and  notified  tne  cf  fleer  that 
a report  of  an  uni uont' fled  object  '.sic'  been  .laes*  I also 
iictified  this  officer  chat  botn  t:  e Electronics  Division 
ond  All  ’.I'eather  iivis..on  had  assiste-.:  in  the  search  for 
tV.e  uni'entified  oo:y.  To  the  best  of  ny  Imcv/leclge,  I co 
not  recwill  di'/ul-,ing  any  additional  intor  .ation  to  the 
fuhlio  helaclons  Office. 


ROBERT  i: 
Captain, 
lOoloA 


ITCh'E 
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REPORT  OF  INVESTIGaTIOI^  CONDUCTED  AT  VANOALIA  AIRPORT  REQARDIhQ  SIGHTING 
OP  ” strange  OBJECT" 


!•  TWo  r«pr«aontatiT»«  of  th«  IntsJlliganoa  Dapartnant,  Hq  Ai>!C»  TT-P  AFB» 
&(r.  Albart  Dayarnond  and  Mr«  Frad  Eobarnusa«  talked  with  saTeral  paopia  at 
tha  ^^dalla  airport  with  regard  to  the  aighting  of  an  xinldantlfiad  object  on 
the  morning  of  b Uaroh  I960* 


E*  Nanai  of  paopia  who  ware  interrogated  with  regard  to  this  phenomenon 

arat 


a*  Ur*  Oaorga  Barnaa,  M.rport  Traffic  Controllari 
CAA  (Dayton  Tower) 

b*  Ur*  Shaman  Saydlar*  Chief  Airport  Traffic  Controller] 
CAA  (Dayton  Tower) 

0*  Mr*  StaTona)  Chief*  TTaathar  Bureau 

d*  Ur*  Fordham]  Weather  Bureau 

a*  lit  Colonel  Dale  E*  Shafer)  Chief*  Oparatlona  Officer* 
National  Guard  Squadron  at  \Undalla  airport 


3*  Interrogation  of  Mr.  Barnaat 


Ur*  Barnes  stated  that  at  approximately  0650  he  sighted  an  object 
in  the  direction  of  E/NE)  that  is  at  a bearing  of  about  70°*  The  reason 
for  notlolng  this  object  was  that  It  mOTed  rather  fast  and  seemed  quite 
lualnoua*  It  appeared  bullet  shaped  and  left  a vapor  trail  in  Ita  wake*  Tha 
vapor  trail  was  approximately  six  times  the  object's  diameter*  and  tha  end 
of  the  vapor  trail  remained  at  ^e  same  distance  behind  the  object  throughout 
the  course  of  stovemeat.  VThen  the  object  finally  stopped  it  was  at  a bearing 
of  approximately  120^  (possibly  180^),  and  in  the  general  direction  of  S/S7f* 
It  took  approxismtely  live  seconds  for  the  object  to  travel  from  tin  70^ 
bearing  to  the  IkO^  bearing,  the  angle  of  elevation  during  this  entire  move- 
aent  was  IB*^  above  the  horiton.  The  "object"  diameter  seemed  to  be  about  two 
feet*  After  the  object  stopped,  he  decided  to  call  several  other  people  who 
were  at  work  at  that  time  (abait  7tl5  A*U.)  and  requested  them  to  take  a look 
at  it  through  binoculars*  Ur.  Seydler,  Ulss  J»  Healing,  and  several  others 
ease  to  the  tower  ani  observea  the  object*  The  object  hovered  in  the  posi> 
tloD  for  several  minutes  and  seemed  to  be  a sphere*  Its  brilliance  suggested 
that  it  could  possibly  have  been  made  of  aluminum.  A flight.  No*  21, 
piloted  by  Captain  D*  ff,  Miller,  was  coming  into  the  Vandalia  airport  at 
about  the  time  Ihi  s object  stopped  its  horisontal  travel*  The  pilot  was 
notified  and  requested  to  locate  the  object,  but  did  not  do  so  until  he  was 
told  to  turn  in  a direotioa  of  S/SET.  Pilot  Miller  radioed  in  that  he  had 
•sighted  the  object  but  could  not  determine  what  it  was.  At  about  the  same 
time  Hr*  Burnas  called  t\^  Patterson  Tower.  By  that  time  the  object  had 
begun  to  ascend*  It  vms  kept  in  sight  for  about  2^  - 3 hours  by  means  of 
J>inoou^rs,  and  ^ll  that  ^i'ms^It'was  ascending  at  what  seemed  to  be 
terrific  speed*  It  was  definitely  going  into  the  wind  while  rising,  and  its 
site  seemed  to  decrease  about  one-half  from  that  when  it  was  first  sighted. 
At  approximately  10  A.U.  the  object  disappeared  due  to  cloud  cover  closing 
in. 


OOWNGRADED-  AT  3 YEAR  INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED  AEVr'E  12  YEARS 

DOD  DIR  520'U0 


UNCLASSIFIED 

4*  Interrogation  of  Mr*  SeydlTi 

ltr«  Soydlor  obaerrod  the  object  between  the  houra  of  0300  and  1000* 
Be  noted  that  the  ephere  eoetBed  to  be  thin  when  it  turned}  howeeer«  he  be- 
lleTed  that  sun  reflection  might  hawe  had  something  to  do  with  this  appaz*l- 
tion*  He  olalme  that  the  object  trarelled  to  a height  above  50.0(X)  feet 
since  high  cirrus  clouds  were  present  at  approximately  29,000  to  b0,000  feet 
and  he  thought  that  he  noticed  the  clouds  to  be  between  t^  ground  and  the 
object.  He  could  not  determine  the  dietanoe  of  the  object  in  any  other  way. 

He  further  gave  infornation  as  to  the  strength  of  the  surface  winds  at  the 
time.  He  stated  that  ground  surface  winds  were  south-westerly  and  blowing 
at  25  mph.  The  TRA  Flight  Ho.  21  reported  high  veloeity  winds  at  altitude, 
and  the  pilot  thou^t  they  were  westerly  in  direction.  Mr.  Seydler  stated 
that  ths  captain  of  the  TTTA  flight  saw  the  object  approximately  15  minutes 
after  the  object  was  first  called  to  hie  (the  pilot's)  attention.  (NOTKt 
Ur.  Barnae  omitted  this  piece  of  infornation  dxiring  his  interrogation.) 
Furthermore,  Ur.  Seydler  also  remarked  tlmt  the  pilot  did  not  see  the  ob- 
ject too  clearly  and  would  not  definitely  deeorlbe  it  as  man-po^rered  or 
of  being  a type  of  flying  saucer. 

4 

6.  Interrogation  of  Mr.  Stevenei 

Ur.  Stevens  came  into  the  to?rer  at  approximately  U7b0  and  observed 
the  object  with  tainooulars  and  the  mked  eye.  He  stated  t?at  it  seemed 
be  a very  luminous  disk  and  reminded  him  of  a cosmic  ballopn.  Be  stated 
that  the  object  ascend^  into  the  wind  and  was  under  observation  for  approxl- 
oately  two  and  one-half  hours  until  cloud  cover  obscured  it. 

6.  Interrogation  of  Ur.  Fordhani 

Hr.  Fordham  observed  the  object  a few  minutes  after  it  had  stopped, 
(as  told  to  him  by  Ur.  Barnes)  and  oontinusd  to  watch  its  progress  as  it 
ascended.  His  opinion  was  that  a meteor  or  sons  other  oelestial  body  had 
oome  into  the  earth's  orbit  and  by  some  means  or  other  became  a temporary 
satellite.  He  nade  eocie  mention  of  the  fact  that  the  object  resembled  a 
WMther  balloon  of  the  type  ho  had .obser_'TOd_during  his  past  years  of  weather 
forecasting  experiemoe. 

7.  Interrogation  of  Lt  Colonel  Shafert 

Lt  Colonel  Shafer  observed  people  rushing  past  his  office  at  a few 
minutes  before  U600  and  therefore  decided  to  see  what  the  excitement  was 
about.  Ha  went  to  the  tower  in  order  to  observe  the  object  which  had  bean 
reported  to  be  eislble  from  there.  At  first  sight,  it  impressed  him  aa  being 
no  more  than  a star  although  ha  claims  that  other  people  observing  the  object 
were  observing  various  details  which  he  could  not  see.  He  observed  it  with 
both  th‘3  naked  eye  and  binoculars,  and  did  not  notice  anythin;;  unusual  about 
the  object  and  hie  opinion  did  not  waver  from  his  original  impression;  that 
is,  that  the  object  was  a bright  star.  Hersever,  since  lir.  Barnes,  who  was 
the  only  one  to  base  seen  the  object  move  in  a horizontal  direction,  insisted 
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that  this  had  happaoad,  Colonal  Shafar  dadidad  to^ohaaa  tha  object  in  an 
P-6i«  Colonel  Shafer  reported  to  the  towrer  at  varioua  times  during  his  olinb 
to  altitude  and  eald  that  at  no  tine  during  the  climb  did  the  angle  of 
elevation  (about  40°)  between  him  and  the  object  vary,  neither  did  the 
azimuth  vary.  Aooordiog  to  Colonel  Shafer,  the  object  was  at  a bearing  of 
lSb-170°  and  no  variation  in  this  position  was  noticed  during  the  entire 
flight.  Colonel  Shafer  maintaina  that  the  object  wae  a star  sinoe  its  angle 
of  elevation  never  varied  (that  is,  vdien  seen  from  the  ground  or  from  the 
air),  and  furthermore,  that  Its  bearing  of  165*170°  did  not  change.  Colonel 
Shafer  stated  that  he  reached  an  indicated  altitude  of  58,000  feet  but  that 
he  oould  not  approach  the  object  and  decided  to  return  to  the  Vaodalia  air* 
port  sinoe  his  oxygen  supply  system  maintains  a pressure  altitude  of  only 
36,000  feet  within  the  oookpit.  He  did  renember  that  as  he  ^ined  altitude 
the  intensity  of  the  object  Increased,  but  this  only  strengthened  his 
opinion  that  ths  object  was  a star.  After  returning  to  his  office  he  de* 
dded  to  call  the  University  of  Dayton  and  consult  an  astronomer  there. 

The  astronomer  notified  Colonel  Shafer  that  the  angle  of  elevation  and  the 
general  bearing  of  the  objeot  corresponded  with  the  position  of  the  planet 
Venus  at  this  time  of  year. 


d.  Comroents  of  Intelligenoe  Department  Representatives > 


It  appears  that  the  objeot  observed  at  tha  ^todalla  airport  on 
d Uaroh  1950  was  the  planet  Venus.  Ur.  Barnes,  who  first  observed  the  objeot, 
is  on  the  "graveyard**  shift  and  perhaps  was  somewhat  exhausted  from  hie  night 
duties.  A morning  mist  was  present  on  8 Uaroh  and  this  mist  may  have  caused 
a refraotlon  of  the  light  rays  transmitted  by  the  planet  Veaus  thus  giving 
tha  appearance  of  a luminous  sphere  travelling  at  a rather  high  rate  of  speed. 
It  should  be  remeirbered  that  the  objeot  was  observed  before  stmrlse  (at  ap- 
proximately 0660)  and  that  the  sky  was  beginning  to  become  quite  bright,  and 
that  movement  of  mist  and/or  smoia  euuia  have  given  tlie  appearance  of  vapor 
trails  emanating  from  the  object.  After  the  objeot  had  apparently  stopped] 

Ur.  Barnes  nodfied  several  other  people  so  timt  his  story  oould  be  confirmed] 
however,  all  of  these  witneises  saw  the  objeot  at  approximately  tlie  saos  bear- 
ing] that  is,  160*170°  and  watched  it  ascend  in  a direction  from  t^UE  to  S/SS7. 
This  corresponds  to  the  general  celestial  path  of  Venus.  It  is  therefore 
concluded  ti'At  the  objeot  was,  in  all  probability,  the  planet  Venus,  and 
that  some  unviaual  phsnomenom  such  as  peculiarities  of  light  ray/  refraction 
gave  the  appeariLnoe  of  a Ixininous  sphere  travelling  at  high  speed. 


3 


uUCLAiiSiriED  Al-TIvU  Vi2Aua. 

DOD  DIR  5200.10 


UN’CLA 


thai  i2Did«ntm«d 
vr  In  th«  dA7»  Ur 
■ to  otmmTm  tho  id. 


ob>«t« 


bara  baa&  dua  Wtba^ 
aaalBS  «a  optical  . 


olottda 


AT  3 


DOD-  aiOOlO- 


